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"They are the ones ...he intended to become true images of his Son". It is very appropriate that on the birthday of Our Lady we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Institute of St. Marcellina here in Hampstead.
From the beginning of her life Mary was chosen to be the Mother or Christ. She was to provide a place of welcome, nourishment and safety for the Word of God conceived in her.

She agreed to co-operate with the will of God so that the image of the Father could be recognised in the human face of his Son. As Jesus' mother she passed on to her Son so many of the human characteristics with which God had gifted her. It is inconceivable that Our Lord should not have resembled his Mother in some way in appearance and perhaps in temperament. In her he first experienced the expression of human love - first recognised a smile - was first led by a guiding hand.

Yet the mystery of Christian life in Mary means that it is not so much the Son who resembles his mother as the mother who reflects the holiness of her Son.
She is one whom “he intended to become a true image of his Son”.

Like our Lady, the Sisters and all those associated with the Institute of St. Marcellina have looked out for the image of Christ in those whom they have served for 50 years and continue to serve today. Like her they have made a place for the Word of God in their home, and have provided a place of welcome, nourishment and safety for the students in their care.

London can be a bewi1dering and sometimes threatening place for those who come to work or study here from overseas. More than ever we need to recognise the face of Christ in the traveller and the migrant. Today, we celebrate the fact that for 50 years God's Son has been honoured through the work and life of the Sisters and the Institute of St Marcellina - that those who bear the image of the Son of God have found a welcome equal to Nazareth or Bethany.

Today's feast celebrates the beginning of Our Lady's life -from her Conception to her Assumption Mary bears witness to God’s unwavering faithfulness to His people. The 50 years of St Marcellina’s Institute is another reminder of God's faithfulness to us made concrete in the consecrated lives of the Sisters and in the loving community of faith gathered around them today - a reminder of God' s welcome to the stranger and traveller who find a home with them.

"Hail Mary full of grace, the Lord is with thee". Those who draw close to Mary draw close to her Son the true image of God 's love.

